
Press Release: 

DOE Site in Western Kentucky Revitalized with Data Center Campus 

and Dedicated Energy Project, Creating Jobs and Protecting Residents 

and Businesses from Costs 

PADUCAH, KY — A coalition of energy, infrastructure and utility companies today announced a 

strategic partnership to develop a data center campus at the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) 

Paducah Site in Western Kentucky. The $100 billion privately-funded project repurposes land at the 

former enrichment site into a hub for innovation and energy generation. 

Once fully constructed in 2032, the campus will support up to 1.8 gigawatts (GW) of utility capacity 

and over 1.2 GW of compute capacity — backed by up to 4.6 GW of dedicated generation resources 

paid for and built specifically for the project, protecting customers from costs and fulfilling President 

Trump’s Ratepayer Protection Pledge.  

The partnership coalition includes Brookfield, NextEra Energy, Big Rivers Electric Power Corporation, 

Jackson Purchase Energy Cooperative and Paducah Power System.  

“This new campus helps secure our nation’s position as a global leader in innovation,” said U.S. 

Energy Secretary Chris Wright. “It’s difficult to overestimate the importance of this project. The 

planning and investment by NextEra Energy and Brookfield provides a crucial roadmap for future 

projects in the United States by revealing the ability to build world leading infrastructure without 

passing costs on to surrounding communities.”    

By pairing the Brookfield data center campus with new power infrastructure, the project is designed to 

strengthen grid reliability across the region while shielding current residential and small-business 

electricity ratepayers from additional costs. NextEra Energy will add power generation resources in 

stages as the campus ramps up, ensuring the data center's growing power needs are met by new supply.  

The development is expected to create approximately 8,000 construction jobs and 600 full-time 

operations jobs.  

DOE’s former enrichment site proved to be the ideal location for largest economic investment in 

Kentucky’s history.  

“We are intently focused on finding ways to put federal land back to use for American taxpayers,” said 

DOE Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management Tim Walsh. “That commitment is at the heart 

of our office’s American Energy Hubs initiative. Our employees are working with urgency to transform 

legacy sites that played a key role in the prosperity and success of our nation, like Paducah, into hubs 

for energy and innovation that keep our nation secure and create new jobs and economic opportunities 

for the region.”  

Once an essential component of the nation’s atomic energy program, the Paducah Site has long 

contributed to America’s energy security. Due to the scale of its previous operations, the site is already 

equipped with transmission capacity, water infrastructure, fiber connectivity, roads and land ready to 

support a project of this magnitude. That existing infrastructure significantly accelerates timelines to 

begin work on the development.   

Following its Request for Offers in November 2025, DOE selected Brookfield to lease land and 

develop and operate the data center campus at the Paducah Site. DOE also selected NextEra Energy to 

build and own the dedicated generation resources to power the campus, including up to 2 GW of 

natural gas and up to 2.6 GW of battery energy storage systems. The project is subject to negotiation 

and execution of definitive documentation. 

https://www.energy.gov/em/articles/us-energy-department-seeks-proposals-ai-data-centers-energy-projects-paducah-site


Big Rivers Electric Power Corporation will provide wholesale electric service, Jackson Purchase 

Energy Cooperative will deliver retail service, and Paducah Power System will serve as a community 

supporter.  

The power service agreement with Big Rivers Electric Power Corporation and Jackson Purchase 

Energy Cooperative will include additional oversight and approval from the Kentucky Public Service 

Commission.  

A word from Bruce Flatt, CEO of Brookfield:  

“Demand for critical infrastructure that accelerates innovation in the U.S. and supports the economy 

will need to be met with capital, development capabilities, and additional power generation that 

benefits local communities. The Department of Energy Paducah Site will be the seed of our plan to 

invest $100 billion in AI infrastructure, and we are proud to help unlock that potential through 

responsible investment and long-term stewardship. By advancing this project in line with the White 

House’s Ratepayer Protection Pledge, we are ensuring innovation and affordability go hand in hand 

with creating high-quality jobs, attracting new investment, and strengthening the local economy.”  

 

A word from John Ketchum, chairman, president and CEO of NextEra Energy:  

"This project is a proof point for how AI infrastructure should be built in America. The data center will 

bring its own power, pay for its own power infrastructure and create good-paying jobs for local 

workers — and in doing so, it will make the local communities stronger. New jobs, new energy 

resources, a more reliable grid and not a dollar of added cost on an existing customer's electric bill. The 

Paducah Site has the infrastructure, the capacity and the legacy to support a project of this scale. We 

are proud to continue moving forward to power it and do our part to help revitalize the region."  

  

A word from Don Gulley, president and CEO of Big Rivers Electric Corporation:  

“Our members count on us to protect them from risk while planning boldly for the future. We believe 

this project will provide significant benefits to our members without compromising the affordability or 

reliability of their electricity. The infrastructure investments required for this project will strengthen 

reliability, open opportunities for new generation resources and position Western Kentucky as a 

technology leader.”  

 

A word from Greg Grissom, president and CEO of Jackson Purchase Energy Cooperative:  

“As a member-owned cooperative, our priority is always the people and communities we serve. 

Projects like this have the potential to bring meaningful economic development to our region while 

safeguarding the electricity our members depend on every day. Jackson Purchase Energy is proud to 

collaborate with our project partners to deliver long-term value for our members and support the 

region’s future.”  

 

A word from Cory Hicks, CEO of Paducah Power System:  

“For generations, the Paducah Site has played a critical role in our nation’s energy and national security 

mission — from its Cold War era legacy to decades of supporting America’s defense and industrial 

capabilities. Today, our same site is helping power what many consider the next great national 

challenge: the race for advanced computing and artificial intelligence. Paducah Power System is proud 

to support this new mission of national significance while building a strong economic future for this 

region.”  

 

About Brookfield  

Brookfield is a leading global investment firm with more than $1 trillion in assets under management 

headquartered in New York that owns and operates real assets and essential service businesses that 

form the backbone of the global economy. We invest on behalf of institutions and individuals around 

the world across infrastructure, energy, private equity, real estate, and credit—sectors critical to 



supporting economic growth and productivity. With a heritage spanning more than a century and 

operations in over 30 countries, we deploy long-term, patient capital to build the foundational assets 

and businesses that power a more connected, resilient, and sustainable future—seeking to build long-

term wealth for our clients while delivering strong risk-adjusted returns for our shareholders. 

 

For more information, please visit our website at www.brookfield.com. 

 

About NextEra Energy, Inc. 

NextEra Energy, Inc. (NYSE: NEE) is the largest electric power and energy infrastructure company in 

North America and is a leading provider of electricity to American homes and businesses. 

Headquartered in Juno Beach, Florida, NextEra Energy is a Fortune 200 company that owns Florida 

Power & Light Company, America’s largest electric utility. NextEra Energy and its affiliated entities 

are meeting America’s growing energy needs with a diverse mix of energy sources, including natural 

gas, nuclear, renewable energy and battery storage. For more information about NextEra Energy 

companies, visit: www.NextEraEnergy.com, www.FPL.com, www.NextEraEnergyResources.com.  

About Big Rivers Electric Corporation  

Big Rivers Electric Corporation is a member-owned, not-for-profit, generation and transmission 

cooperative. It provides wholesale electric power and shared services to three distribution cooperative 

Member-Owners across 22 counties in western Kentucky. The Member-Owners are Jackson Purchase 

Energy Cooperative, headquartered in Paducah; Kenergy Corp, headquartered in Henderson; and 

Meade County Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation, headquartered in Brandenburg. Together, the 

Member-Owners distribute retail electric power to more than 120,000 homes, farms, businesses, and 

industries. Big Rivers owns and operates 936 MW of generating capacity from three power stations. 

The total power capacity is 1,114 MW, including contracted capacity from the Southeastern Power 

Administration. High-voltage electric power is delivered to the Member-Owners over a system of 

1,353 miles of transmission lines and 29 substations. Big Rivers is regulated by the Kentucky Public 

Service Commission. 

  

About Jackson Purchase Energy Cooperative  

Jackson Purchase Energy Cooperative is a non-profit, member-owned rural electric cooperative 

headquartered in Paducah, Ky., serving more than 23,000 consumer-members in the Western Kentucky 

counties Ballard, Carlisle, Graves, Livingston, Marshall, and McCracken. Jackson Purchase Energy is 

regulated by the Kentucky Public Service Commission.  

 

About Paducah Power System  

Serving approximately 22,500 customers with a reliability rate of 99.99%, Paducah Power System has 

been bringing public power to the citizens of Paducah/McCracken County since September 1961, and 

more recently a robust fiber network that provides critical infrastructure throughout western Kentucky. 

The municipal system generates wholesale power at the Prairie State Energy Campus and peaking 

power at its generation plant in Paducah. 

 

Cautionary Statements and Risk Factors That May Affect Future Results 

This news release contains “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the safe harbor 

provisions of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements are not 

statements of historical facts, but instead represent the current expectations of NextEra Energy, Inc. 

(together with its subsidiaries, NextEra Energy) regarding future operating results and other future 

events, many of which, by their nature, are inherently uncertain and outside of NextEra Energy's 

control. Forward-looking statements in this news release include, among others, statements concerning 

growth strategies and development opportunities. In some cases, you can identify the forward-looking 

statements by words or phrases such as “will,” “may result,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “believe,” 



“intend,” “plan,” “seek,” “potential,” “projection,” “forecast,” “predict,” “goals,” “target,” “outlook,” 

“should,” “would” or similar words or expressions. You should not place undue reliance on these 

forward-looking statements, which are not a guarantee of future performance. The future results of 

NextEra Energy and its business and financial condition are subject to risks and uncertainties that could 

cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed or implied in the forward-looking 

statements, or may require it to limit or eliminate certain operations. These risks and uncertainties 

include, but are not limited to, those discussed in this news release and the following: effects of 

extensive regulation of NextEra Energy's business operations; inability of NextEra Energy to recover in 

a timely manner any significant amount of costs, a return on certain assets or a reasonable return on 

invested capital through base rates, cost recovery clauses, other regulatory mechanisms or otherwise; 

impact of political, regulatory, operational and economic factors on regulatory decisions important to 

NextEra Energy; effect of any reductions or modifications to, or elimination of, governmental 

incentives or policies that support clean energy or changes in or the imposition of additional tax laws, 

tariffs, duties, policies or other costs or assessments on clean energy or equipment necessary to 

generate, store or deliver it; impact of new or revised laws, regulations, executive orders, 

interpretations or constitutional ballot and regulatory initiatives on NextEra Energy; capital 

expenditures, increased operating costs and various liabilities attributable to environmental laws, 

regulations and other standards applicable to NextEra Energy; effects on NextEra Energy of federal or 

state laws or regulations mandating new or additional limits on the production of greenhouse gas 

emissions; exposure of NextEra Energy to significant and increasing compliance costs and substantial 

monetary penalties and other sanctions as a result of extensive federal, state and local government 

regulation of its operations and businesses; effect on NextEra Energy of changes in tax laws, guidance 

or policies as well as in judgments and estimates used to determine tax-related asset and liability 

amounts; impact on NextEra Energy of adverse results of litigation; impacts of NextEra Energy of 

allegations of violations of law; effect on NextEra Energy of failure to proceed with projects under 

development or inability to complete the construction of (or capital improvements to) electric 

generation, storage, transmission and distribution facilities, natural gas and oil production and 

transportation facilities and other facilities on schedule or within budget; impact on development and 

operating activities of NextEra Energy resulting from risks related to project siting, construction, 

permitting, governmental approvals and the negotiation of project development agreements, as well as 

supply chain disruptions; risks involved in the operation and maintenance of electric generation, 

storage, transmission and distribution facilities, natural gas and oil production and transportation 

facilities, and other facilities; effect on NextEra Energy of a lack of growth, slower growth or a decline 

in the number of customers or in customer usage; planned productivity increases and competitive 

advantages through the use of artificial intelligence technologies may not be realized and the use of and 

reliance on artificial intelligence may present certain risks; impact on NextEra Energy of severe 

weather and other weather conditions; threats of terrorism and catastrophic events that could result 

from geopolitical factors, terrorism, cyberattacks or other attempts to disrupt NextEra Energy's business 

or the businesses of third parties; inability to obtain adequate insurance coverage for protection of 

NextEra Energy against significant losses and risk that insurance coverage does not provide protection 

against all significant losses; a prolonged period of low natural gas and oil prices, disrupted production 

or unsuccessful drilling efforts could impact NextEra Energy’s natural gas and oil production and 

transportation operations and cause NextEra Energy to delay or cancel certain natural gas and oil 

production projects and could result in certain assets becoming impaired; risk of increased operating 

costs resulting from unfavorable supply costs necessary to provide full energy and capacity 

requirements services; inability or failure to manage properly or hedge effectively the commodity risk 

within its portfolio; effect of reductions in the liquidity of energy markets on NextEra Energy's ability 

to manage operational risks; effectiveness of NextEra Energy's risk management tools associated with 

its hedging and trading procedures to protect against significant losses, including the effect of 

unforeseen price variances from historical behavior; impact of unavailability or disruption of power 

transmission or commodity transportation operations on sale and delivery of power or natural gas; 

exposure of NextEra Energy to credit and performance risk from customers, hedging counterparties and 



vendors; failure of counterparties to perform under derivative contracts or of requirement for NextEra 

Energy to post margin cash collateral under derivative contracts; failure or breach of NextEra Energy's 

information technology systems, or implementation challenges; risks to NextEra Energy's retail 

businesses from compromise of sensitive customer data; losses from volatility in the market values of 

derivative instruments and limited liquidity in over-the-counter markets; impact of negative publicity; 

inability to maintain, negotiate or renegotiate acceptable franchise agreements; occurrence of work 

strikes or stoppages and increasing personnel costs; NextEra Energy's ability to successfully identify, 

complete and integrate acquisitions, including the effect of increased competition for acquisitions; 

environmental, health and financial risks associated with ownership and operation of nuclear 

generation facilities; liability of NextEra Energy for significant retrospective assessments and/or 

retrospective insurance premiums in the event of an incident at certain nuclear generation facilities; 

increased operating and capital expenditures and/or reduced revenues at nuclear generation facilities 

resulting from orders or new regulations of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission; inability to operate 

any of NextEra Energy’s owned nuclear generation units through the end of their respective operating 

licenses or planned license extensions; effect of disruptions, uncertainty or volatility in the credit and 

capital markets or actions by third parties in connection with project-specific or other financing 

arrangements on NextEra Energy's ability to fund its liquidity and capital needs and meet its growth 

objectives; defaults or noncompliance related to project-specific, limited-recourse financing 

agreements; inability to maintain current credit ratings; reduced liquidity from the inability of credit 

providers to fund their credit commitments or to maintain their current credit ratings; poor market 

performance and other economic factors that could affect NextEra Energy's defined benefit pension 

plan's funded status; poor market performance and other risks to the asset values of nuclear 

decommissioning funds; changes in market value and other risks to certain of NextEra Energy's assets 

and investments; effect of inability of NextEra Energy subsidiaries to pay upstream dividends, make 

distributions or repay funds to NextEra Energy or of NextEra Energy's performance under guarantees 

of subsidiary obligations on NextEra Energy's ability to meet its financial obligations and to pay 

dividends on its common stock; the fact that the amount and timing of dividends payable on NextEra 

Energy's common stock, as well as the dividend policy approved by NextEra Energy's board of 

directors from time to time, and changes to that policy, are within the sole discretion of NextEra 

Energy's board of directors and, if declared and paid, dividends may be in amounts that are less than 

might be expected by shareholders; effects of disruptions, uncertainty or volatility in the credit and 

capital markets on the market price of NextEra Energy's common stock; and the ultimate severity and 

duration of public health crises, epidemics and pandemics, and its effects on NextEra Energy’s 

business. NextEra Energy discusses these and other risks and uncertainties in its annual report on Form 

10-K for the year ended December 31, 2025 and other Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 

filings, and this news release should be read in conjunction with such SEC filings. The forward-looking 

statements made in this news release are made only as of the date of this news release and NextEra 

Energy undertakes no obligation to update any forward-looking statements. 

 

### 

 


